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Sing the first few two verses of the song.
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXVwHONoLjE&feature=related
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy redeeming love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer;
Here by Thy great help I’ve come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood; 
· Written by the 18th century pastor Robert Robinson, age 22, 1757.
· There is one phrase that is of particular interest to me. 
· The second verse of the song begins with these words: “Here I raise my Ebenezer.” For years the word “Ebenezer” brought a question to my mind. 
· Where does the term Ebenezer originate, and what does it mean?

In 1 Samuel 7, the prophet Samuel and the Israelites found themselves under attack by the Philistines. 
· Israelites begged Samuel to pray for them.
· Samuel offered a sacrifice to God and prayed for protection. 
· God listened to Samuel, causing the Philistines to lose the battle and retreat. 
· After the Israelite victory, the Bible says: “Then Samuel took a stone and set it up and called its name Ebenezer, saying, ‘Thus far the Lord has helped us’ ” (1 Samuel 7:12).

There are two things I want to talk about today.  

· First, God desires to remind us who He is and how He helped us.
· Second, God desires to remind others through us who He is and how He helps them.
The word Ebenezer comes from the two Hebrew words “stone and help” ’Eben hà-ezer (eh’-ben haw-e’-zer),
· Basically, it means “stone of help”. 

· When Robinson wrote his lyrics, he followed the word Ebenezer with the phrase, “Here by Thy great help I’ve come.” 
· An Ebenezer, then, is a monument set up to signify the great help that God granted. 
1. 2 Kings 13:20-21 20Elisha died and was buried. Moabite raiding parties used to invade the country in the spring.  21One day some people who were burying a man saw one of these raiding parties. So they quickly put the man into Elisha's tomb. But when the body touched Elisha's bones, the man came back to life and stood up. 

a. Setting is key… ends the Elisha’s dispute with Baals prophets.  But, as Roper says in his book “a dead prophet of Yahweh has more power than a living prophet of Baal”.   
b. Elisha’s death is a quiet and simple affair. 

a. No horses or chariots of fire, no whirlwind to carry him up to heaven! 

b. God seldom repeats Himself. He is the God who is always “doing a new thing”.
c. The death for Elisha may have been unremarkable, but even in the grave the power of God was still at work!  For remember, he was a “Man of God” who pointed the way. 

d. Historically, this was an extremely well know story, even though it is brief in the Scriptures. One of the most highly respected ancient historians recorded this in his writings.  
a. Flavius Josephus “ It also happened, that at that time certain robbers cast a man whom they had slain into Elisha’s grave, and upon his dead body coming close to Elisha’s body, it revived again.  ….he had a Divine power after his death also”.  The Life and Works of Josephus, VIII vs. 7     
2. Why would God put this in his Holy Scriptures?  A no named person almost thrown into Elisha’s tomb comes back to life.

a. “Death brings us to an end of ourselves”.  Roper

b. Most of us know how life is.  

i. Our existence builds upon our achievements.
ii. Being young, we gain strength; an emerging life stands before us.

iii. As time passes, and we begin to age, there is a process all are aware of: 

1. We become weaker, not stronger.  
2. Even the Christian community becomes a challenging place.  
3. Our limitations and our egoism are exposed to us. 
4. We discover our poverty and our weakness. 
5. We discover our inability to get on with people. 
6. We discover our mental and emotional blocks.
7. We discover our unquenchable desires.
8. We discover our frustrations and jealousies, our hatred and our wish to destroy.
iv. Could it be worse than to imagine our dead body put recklessly in a tomb, and then the friends run away?  But wait, God knew this no named person.  He did not forget.  Isa.49:16  Look, I have inscribed your name on my palms”;  

3. As death begins its grip, in time, we become weaker, but the scriptures remind us that in weakness the life of Christ emerges stronger.

a. He reveals Himself in meekness with which we accept criticism.
b. He reveals Himself in the way that we endure long term illness.
c. He reveals Himself in the love we give to cold indifference, time and again.
d. He reveals Himself in the patience toward mean-spirited opposition, repeatedly. 
4.  This is the mystery.  

a. The invisible life of Jesus becomes more visible in the weakness of mortal flesh!
b. 2 Corinthians 11:29-30 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not burn with indignation?  30If I must boast, I will boast about the things that show my weakness. 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10  9But he said to me, "My grace is enough for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." So then, I will boast most gladly about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may reside in me.  10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, with insults, with troubles, with persecutions and difficulties for the sake of Christ, for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 
5.   Elisha was dead.  But I believe our God used him as the Ebenezer to Israel; a reminder that “so far, the LORD has helped us!
a. Our lives, and the influence we have, does out live us!  This is Gods’ promise! 

b. There is glory beyond the grave, shouts God from Elisha’s tomb!  Yes, even in the grave I, the LORD, will reveal my power and glory.
c. A life everlasting is promised, so be holy, seek God’s righteousness, His justice, Seek Him first, the Kingdom of God is within you!

d. Those who have gone before us and live to eternal life leave behind a harvest of righteousness.  

Part 2  The second point - God intimately cares about us…so draw near.
6. When did the religious leaders, even the Rabbis, have the distorted belief that a prophet should never be touched?  This is an obvious misunderstand of the intimacy of God.    We see this idea rear its’ ugly head in the New Testament.
	 Luke 7: 36Now one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went into the Pharisee's house and took his place at the table.  37Then when a woman of that town, who was a sinner, learned that Jesus was dining at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar  and anointed them with the perfumed oil.  39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him, that she is a sinner."   wiped them with her hair, kissed them,   38As she stood behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. She  of perfumed oil.

	44Then, turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house. You gave me no water for my feet,  but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  4…..  48Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 


7.  This woman was cast into this situation almost like the dead man in Elisha’s tomb.  She was alive, but dead in her sin, broken, and full of shame.     
a.  Note what is said, “if he were a prophet, he would have perceived who and what manner of woman this is that touches’ him, that she is a sinner.”

b. Simon concluded that either Jesus was stupid, or lax, not knowing how to behave in an exceptional way like the other prophets.  
c. It was maleobviously believed that Prophets never touch sinners! (Note even Josephus, he being a Pharisee or Priest, could say that the dead man touched the prophet. He said “his dead body coming close to Elisha’s body”.) 
  “The Word became flesh to communicate to us human beings caught in the mud, the pain, the fears and the brokenness of existence, the life, the joy, the communion, the ecstatic gift of love that is the source of all love and life and unity in our universe and that is the very life of God.”  Jean Vanier  
8.  Luke 4:40As the sun was setting, all those who had any relatives sick with various diseases brought them to Jesus. He placed his hands on every one of them and healed them. 

a.Our testimony is not about God who does not care, who does not desire us to get close enough to “touch us”, or shall I dare say to touch Him?  
Heb.4:15For we do not have a high priest incapable of sympathizing with our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in every way just as we are, yet without sin.  16Therefore let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace whenever we need help. 

When you approach the throne, and receive God’s grace, you become the “stone of help”.   You, who were once dead in your sin, impart life to those around you, forever!
1 Pet. 2:5 you also, as living stones, (an Ebenezer) are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
2 Cor. 5 1-12 For we know that if our earthly house, the tent we live in, is dismantled, we have a building from God, a house not built by human hands that is eternal in the heavens.   5Now the one who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as a down payment.  6Therefore we are always full of courage, and we know that as long as we are alive here on earth we are absent from the Lord -  7for we live by faith, not by sight. 

9. Our God is intimately concerned about us and our earthly house.  He has given us a down payment as a promise; His Spirit!  He also is constructing a house built on the faith and hope of our Redeemer so we can see beyond the grave.  
Heb.4: 11Thus we must make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by following the same pattern of disobedience.  12For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any double-edged sword, piercing even to the point of dividing soul from spirit….
10. “Those past years, and all the things that He shaped in us is for a blessing of souls and people unknown to us.   God only knows of the possibilities that lie within us when we are willing to die”.  Roper  Die to ourselves, or physically die, because life goes beyond the grave.
Jn. 12:24 I tell you the solemn truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains by itself alone. it for eternal life.   
  much grain.  25The one who loves his life destroys it, and the one who hates his life in this world guards  But if it dies, it produces
11. What power there was in Elisha’s dead body; it communicated the memory of life and promise. This great miracle, briefly related, was proof of his mission and a confirmation of all his prophecies to generations. 
When Elisha died, there was not an end of him, for then he could not have done this. The Lord was still the God of Elisha; therefore Elisha still lived, for God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.
  2 Cor.5:2     “For  in this we groan earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven”.

12. The touch of a Prophet. The touch of God builds in us an intimate understanding of He who takes us beyond the grave. 
Isa.49:16 “Look, I have inscribed your name on my palms”;  
Here I raise my Ebenezer;
Here by Thy great help I’ve come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.

2 Cor 4:17 For our momentary, light suffering is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison  18because we are not looking at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen. For what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.   
· First, God desires to remind us who He is and how He helped us.

· Second, God desires to remind others through us who He is and how He helps them.

He has made us an Ebenezer, a “stone of help”, who can feel, and touch, and live as if we are on our way home, beyond the grave.  Our influence will outlive us.   
A when we leave this “tent” we have a building from God, “a house not built by human hands that is eternal in the heavens”.     
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